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NEXT FALL, CALIFORNIA 
voters will be asked to vote 
on a new ballot measure 
that would drive up health-

care costs, restrict access to care for 
low-income patients, and decimate the 
protections afforded to patients across 
California as part of the Medical Injury 
Compensation Reform Act (MICRA). This 
initiative, bankrolled with millions of 
dollars from an Iowa-based trial attorney, 
would effectively eliminate the cap on 
non-medical damage awards in malprac-
tice cases, substantially raising health-
care costs for all Californians while 
allowing attorneys to collect unlimited 
fees from medical malpractice awards.

In an effort to make the measure even 
more punitive, the initiative sponsor in-
cluded language that will hold physicians 
personally responsible to pay medical 
damage awards out of their own pocket. It 
would entitle plaintiff’s lawyers to target 
physicians’ personal assets.

In short, this measure would provide 
new incentives for lawyers to file frivo-
lous medical malpractice suits, creating a 
chilling effect on the practice of medicine 
and clearing the way for new financial 
windfalls for California’s trial lawyers at 
taxpayer expense.  

While current California law allows 
patients to recoup unlimited damages 
for medical expenses, lost wages and in 
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For Rowley, the investment makes sense. 
Rowley has made his millions by win-
ning big verdicts, and charging big fees, in 
personal injury and medical malpractice 
cases around the country. The California 
effort is just his latest attempt to eliminate 
malpractice award caps in other states 
so that he and his firm can profit. If he is 
successful, he and his law firm will be un-
shackled from current limits on attorneys’ 
fees, and stand to make millions while 
sending California taxpayers the bill.

Physicians take an oath to protect 
patients — and this dangerous proposal 
would put patients at risk of losing access 
to quality medical care. 

In 2014, voters were clear when they 
rejected Prop. 46 and changes to MICRA 
that would have quadrupled the cap on 
non-economic damages because of the 
negative effects that it would have on 
their quality of care and pocketbooks at 
large. This measure goes well beyond 
what Prop. 46 would have done, and the 
cost to taxpayers would be far greater. 

The California Medical Association has 
joined Californians to Protect Patients 
and Contain Health Care Costs, a broad 
coalition of physicians, dentists, nurses, 
hospitals, safety net clinics, and other 
healthcare providers, to oppose this 
initiative. Together, we are vigorously 
fighting this initiative in order to protect 
access to quality healthcare for Califor-
nians across the state. 

This initiative is a direct attack on 
physicians that could have disastrous 
consequences for physicians and their 
patients. If this MICRA bill is allowed to 
pass, patients may lose access to their 
longtime physicians as many will be 
forced to retire or move out of state. While 
organized medicine is facing many chal-
lenges, there are none as important as the 
threat posed by this initiative. We need 
the support of all California physicians to 
help defeat this dangerous measure.

To join the campaign, please visit 
cmadocs.org/micra.  

Dr. Nanavati is an interventional invasive 
cardiologist in San Diego, development 
chair of the California Medical Association 
Political Action Committee (CALPAC), and 
a member of the San Diego County Medical 
Society board of directors.
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cases of gross medical negligence, there 
is no cap on non-economic damages. The 
law was put in place to ensure injured 
patients receive fair compensation 
while also protecting doctors, hospitals, 
and other healthcare providers from 
frivolous, punitive lawsuits that drive up 
healthcare costs. 

This initiative would erase those 
protections and send taxpayers the bill. 
According to California’s independent 
Legislative Analyst’s Office, this mea-
sure would lead to “annual government 
costs likely ranging from the low tens of 
millions of dollars to the high hundreds 
of millions of dollars,” and will reduce ac-
cess for those who need it most, including 
those who use Medi-Cal, county pro-
grams, safety net providers, and school-
based health centers.  

County and state hospitals have to pay 
medical malpractice awards out of the 
budgets they receive from taxpayers. 
This means that if medical malpractice 
awards increase, government costs will 
increase too. Somebody has to pay, and 
that will be taxpayers through higher 
taxes and California citizens through 
higher healthcare premiums. According 
to one economic analysis, this measure 
would increase the average annual cost of 
healthcare for a family of four by $1,100. 

There are unintended consequences 
well beyond just the economics. If this 
attack on MICRA passes, patients will 
find themselves without critical access to 
their doctors as many physicians will be 
forced to retire early or even move out of 
state. Moreover, new graduate physicians 
will find it easier to work out of state 
rather than work in such a potentially 
hostile environment. 

This push to eliminate MICRA is led by 
Nicholas Rowley, a wealthy trial attorney 
from Iowa who has publicly said that he is 
willing to spend at least $20 million of his 
own money in support of the initiative. 
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